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Annual Conference: 
As you read this issue (June 2009), your pastor and our two Lay Representatives (Mary Eames 
and Rick Wall) will be in Florence attending the 2009 Session of the South Carolina Annual 
Conference which begins Sunday afternoon, May 31st and concludes late Wednesday after-
noon, June 3rd.  The Annual Conference is the equivalent of an annual meeting for a large cor-
poration.  The Annual Conference is attended by clergy (active and retired) and Lay Represen-
tatives (lay members from each church and/or charge representing their respective United 
Methodist Churches in South Carolina).  Each delegate, clergy or lay, has the opportunity to 
vote on those matters that require a decision or action.  The voting delegate votes according to 
their conscience and convictions, and they are not bound by the opinions or feelings of their 
respective churches or congregations (although they may consider said opinions and feelings).  
Speaking from my perspective and I would affirm from our two representatives’ perspectives, 
as well, we take our voting responsibilities very seriously.  We desire to be faithful to the Holy 
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Speaking from my perspective and I would affirm from our two representatives’ perspectives, 
as well, we take our voting responsibilities very seriously.  We desire to be faithful to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading and do what we believe God is calling His Church (Asbury and other churches 
and the “General” church) to do and be for the kingdom. 
What will be some of the things that will happen at this year’s Annual Conference?:  (1) Re-
ceive reports.  Many will require approval(s) for proposed ministries and actions; (2) Approval of 
the 2010 Conference Budget; (3) Recognition of clergy or clergy spouses who have died since 
the last Annual Conference; (4) Recognition of Clergy who have retired/are retiring; (5) Ap-
proval and Ordination/Consecration of certain Clergy (Probationary Members, Elders, Full Dea-
cons, Diaconal Ministries); (6) Action(s) on Resolutions and Amendments; (7) Various Worship 
Experiences; and (8) Fixing of the Appointments, final determination of the pastoral assign-
ments for the new year (July 2009 til 2010 Annual Conference).  Rick, Mary and I will do our 
best in fulfilling the responsibilities delineated above.  Please pray for us! 
 
Year 4!  Where is Our Journey Leading Us? 
Unless something totally unexpected happens at Annual Conference, I will be coming back/
remaining as your pastor for the coming year (July 1, 2009—June 30, 2010).  This is my desire 
and I hope it is yours as well.  I believe that we have established a relationship of knowledge of 
one another and respect for one another and, most importantly, trust in one another.  There 
have been some real accomplishments that we have achieved together, and there are some 
significant areas of ministry, that we really need “to shore up” together and build together.  
In next month’s (July 2009) issue of the Journal, I will give my “State of the Church” assess-
ment based on my analysis and feelings of where we have been, where we are, and where,  in 
my estimation as the pastoral leader we should be going.  I will endeavor to be honest and 
forthright in my assessment of the church’s strengths and weaknesses, my strengths and 
weaknesses, and the congregation’s strengths and weaknesses.  Where Is Our Journey Lead-
ing Us?  Prayerfully, our honest answer can be and will be wherever God is leading us! 
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Billy & Louise Acuff,  Mary Ann Ayers, Carolyn Beckham,  
Myrtle Bently (Judy Axson’s sister), Dorothy Bittner,  

Sterne Bolte, Julian & Doris Bowen,   
Scott Brucker (Kathy Brucker’s son), Gene Clark, Dewey and Ann Coggins, 

 Mark Cox (son-in-law of Rodney and Mary Ann Derrick),  
Rebecca Crowe (Ann Cauthen’s granddaughter), Joe Fleming,  

Linda Frayer (Ray Norton’s sister), Jim Fuller and Mary Jane Fuller (Kathy 
Brown’s parents), Josh Jacobs (Anne McWilliams’ student at H.H.S.),  

Eddie Johnson (Sally Johnson’s son), Clara McGill, Beth Nance (Lindsay 
Sorrell’s mother), Norma Loman, Pat McAlister, Virginia Outlaw (Pat Wall’s 

sister), Nancy Quick, Dr. Fred Shealey, Jr. and Susan Shealey (son-in-law/
daughter of Teresa Toombs),  Rev. Mike and Audrey Smith, Bob Stanley 

(Happy McGill’s step-father), James Voss (Brenda Podewil’s father),  
 Rudy & Day Walters 
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Anne Watson—Agape—Leaphart Nell Heriot—Methodist Oaks 
Mary Jones—Country Wood Nursing Lois Elkins—Indigo Pines Home 
                                    Center   
Debbie Amick—Heritage Healthcare  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNE SCHEDULE: 

**  NOTE TIME CHANGES **: 
3rd—6:00—7:00 PM—WYF  
7th—5:00—7:00 PM—MYF 

10th—6:00—7:00 PM—WYF 
13th—3:00—8:00 PM— 

Cookout at Ms. Sherrie’s 
14th—VBS—6:00—8:00 PM—NO MYF 

15th—6:00—8:00 PM—VBS 
16th—6:00—8:00 PM—VBS 

17th—6:00—8:00 PM—VBS—NO WYF 
18th—6:00—8:00 PM—VBS 
21st—5:00—7:00 PM—MYF 

22nd—24th—Local Mission Trip to  
Killingsworth Home—Meet at church  

at 9:00 AM Daily 
24th—NO WYF 

28th—5:00—7:00 PM—MYF 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
See Kirby for information on  
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Our Gifts 5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 2009  Goals 

Received Budget $6,935.27 $7,960.11 $4,741.57 $3,316.00 Weekly 
$8,927.00 

Received Budget YTD $116,413.12 $124,373.23 $129,114.80 $132,430.80  YTD 
$187,467.00   

Rec’d Capital Improve. Fund                    $200.00 $40.00 $100.00 $25.00  

Rec’d on Apportionments $260.00 $120.00 $20.00 $20.00 REC. YTD 
$13,136.00 

5/31 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 
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July 6th—10th 

    Our Presence and  
         Participation            

5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 2009 
Goal 

Early Service (8:30 a.m.) N/A 12 14  8 25 

Asbury Alive (9:15 a.m.) N/A 104 87 82 125 

Traditional Service (11:15 a.m.) 426 116 81 92 150 

Sunday School 98 98 87 87 125 

Youth Attendance 12 17 14 16  

5/31 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 
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