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Information Deadline  
for April  issue of The 

Asbury Journal: 
Noon—Friday,  
March 26th! 
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My cousin, Big Ed, (such a family resemblance) has 
once again invited me to join with you on Palm Sun-
day, March 28th.  I am so excited, for you are such 
wonderful folks and make me feel most welcome.  
Please remember to bring your cameras.  I am not 
that bashful, for I know that I am beautiful.  You know 
that you are beautiful, so let us have our pictures 
taken together. 
Cousin Big Ed asked me to encourage you to con-
sider the following special events and gatherings that 
will take place during the remainder of the Lenten 
Season. 

· Lenten Worship Services with our sister churches in the Town and Country Cluster.  
“Cuz” will be giving the message at Lebanon UMC on Sunday, March 21st.  The sched-
ule for the remaining services appears in another article. 

· Don’t forget!  Beautiful Scarlet, that would be me, joins you on Palm Sunday, March 
28th.  I will be there for both services. 

· Maundy Thursday Service on April 1st at 6:30 PM. 
· Good Friday, April 2nd, Open Communion in the sanctuary from 4—6 PM. 
· Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 3rd.  Times to be announced.  Did anyone save some 

jelly beans for me from last year?  Don’t worry, I will make sure “Cuz” keeps his grubby 
hands to himself! 

· Easter, April 4th: 
 Sunrise Service—Greenlawn Park at 6:45 AM 
 Asbury Alive—9 AM (Ashley and Taylor Wardlaw will be baptized) 
 Sunday School—10 AM 
 Traditional Service—11 AM 
 Flowering Cross—I heard from the “grapevine” that the Cross was skimpy.  Please  
      don’t forget. 
Friends, do not miss any of these special opportunities.  Look forward to seeing you! 
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Understanding Apportionments: Article 2 
     How is the Conference’s Asking for Apportionments computed for Asbury?  First, the formula 
used by the Conference to compute our level of Apportionments is the same one used for each of the 
1,020 Methodist Churches in South Carolina!  Secondly, let me dispel two myths: (1) Apportionments 
are based on membership levels, what the church reports to the Conference each year; and (2) Appor-
tionments are based on capital improvements, so if a church is adding to its facilities “it must pay the 
piper!”  Not so!  Neither of the aforementioned factors affect the $ askings from the Conference in re-
gards to how much our church will be asked to pay for its share of Apportionments. 
     Our church’s portion of the $16.9+ million pie (South Carolina’s 2010 Budget) was/is computed on a 4 
year “Rolling Average” of Average Net Funds.  Average Net Funds are those expenses of ministry that 
were extracted from Asbury’s year end 2009 financial report: Local Church Report to the Annual Con-
ference:  Table II - Financial Report.  Specifically, the Average Net Funds include lines 64-72 which en-
compass the following expenditures:  (1) the Pastor’s Base Compensation and Utilities Allowance and 
reimbursable expenses, (2) Other Staff Compensation (including Social Security, and Insurance), (3) 
Current expenses for Programs: all of the programs of ministry and missions under the direction of the 
Church Council, and (4) Other current operating expenses:  office supplies, expenses for property main-
tenance and insurance, and utilities for the church, etc. (NO Capital Expenditures).                             
The Asbury Preschool and Kindergarten is not included in the aforementioned expenses.  As pre-
viously stated, the Net Average Funds for Asbury is averaged over a four year period of time.  Our Net 
Average Fund figure is then divided by the Annual Conference Average Net Funds (the total of the 
average net funds for all churches in the Conference).  The resulting decimal point, after this division, 
is then applied to each of the Apportionment     categories.  This is how the $49,302.00 was computed 
for 2010.  In  following articles, I will describe the different components of the Conference Budget which 
we support through Apportionments.                                                                                                                             
                                                  ASBURY:  AT THE CROSSROAD 
We all know that we are at a crossroad at Asbury.  At a crossroad stands an intersection where two or 
more roads (paths) converge.  When you come to a crossroad, you must decide which road or path to 
take.  At Asbury’s crossroad stands a BIG $ Sign, that is a warning that whichever road you take you will 
face $ challenges.  For many years now, Asbury folks (staff and laity), have allowed the $ challenges 
facing the church to influence what road they have traveled.  In some instances the Church has trav-
eled down the road of expectancy (anticipation and excitement) only to make a U-Turn when the “$ Stop 
Sign” stood in the way.  In some instances, the Church has traveled backwards because the $ Direc-
tional Sign was pointing this as the only way.  In a more positive vein, the Church has consistently 
traveled down the road of missional giving and support.  Also, the Church, through its people, 
have traveled down the road of good stewardship over its resources, especially the Buildings that 
Asbury is so fortunate to have.  The crossroad that Asbury is presently at is going to require that 
Asbury folks, all of us, realize that we must do better in our support of the church’s overall pro-
grams.   This includes our Connectional Giving (Apportionments).  It is imperative that we not 
only strive to pay our full share, but we achieve this goal! What this means is weekly, week in and 
week out, support of the church.  Asbury folks have proved their mettle in “Crisis Giving” and sup-
porting favorite projects and programs, but we must consistently support our overall programs.  If we 
do not or choose not, we will be forced to go down a road that will greatly impact our viability for the fu-
ture. 
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YOUTH SUMMER RETREAT 
July 12th—16th for Youth 7th 

through 12th grades…...Watch 
for more information!!! 

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, 
FRENCH FRIES, DESSERT 

AND DRINK 
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Asbury Pre-school & Kindergarten News 
�

Spring is coming-isn't it?  We have had some great cold 
weather days at school.  Some of our Extended Care chil-
dren were here on our recent day of snow, so they got to 
play outside with Mr. Kirby and Mrs. Kerry as the snow 
was falling. 

Registration for 2010-2011 and the Summer Program is go-
ing very well.  We will continue to register until we are 
full.  If you know of someone who might be interested in 
enrolling their child, please pick up a Preschool or Kinder-
garten packet in the church office.       

Our plan to change the playground cover has been delayed 
until probably Easter Break; we hope to have it completed 
before our school year ends.  We will not be offering the old 
mulch; the cost for removal is included in the bid we've ac-
cepted. Along with the replacement of ground cover, we 
will be repairing the fence that borders the parking lot.  


